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WINCHESTER - Frederick Water will be able to withdraw as much water as it needs from
Carmeuse Lime & Stone quarries in the future under a permanent agreement they have reached.
It also will eventually be able to purchase the quarries, helping to ensure that water is available to
meet Frederick County's needs well into the future.
Frederick Water is a public authority providing water and sewer services to more than 16,000 local
homes and businesses. A previous agreement called for the authority to pay approximately
$850,000 a year for the right to withdraw 2 million gallons of water per day (MGD) from Carmeuse's
northernmost quarries. The water has been fed to the James T. Anderson Water Treatment plant,
on Carmeuse property off Brucetown Road in Clear Brook.
However, Executive Director Eric Lawrence said Frederick Water in recent years has paid
Carmeuse more than $1 million annually, as it has taken more than 2 MGD from the quarries. More
water has been needed largely due to economic growth within the county, he said.
The new pact does not limit the amount of water that the authority can withdraw. Yet it reduces the
yearly amount paid to Carmeuse to about $500,000, regardless of how much water is acquired,
Lawrence said.
"That lowers our operational costs," he said. "I don't think customers are going to see lower rates.
But I think it will put us in a position to not have to raise rates ... and (be able to) plan for capital
improvements to maintain the system for the long term."
The Anderson plant has capacity to produce about 3½ MGD of treated water daily. Plans are to
increase water production to about 4 MGD, according to Lawrence.

